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Senate 
The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable TOM 
UDALL, a Senator from the State of 
New Mexico. 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Lord, You reign in robust majesty, 

and we face our labors with joy in 
knowing that You are always with us. 
We rely on Your word and celebrate 
Your holiness, mercy, and love. 

Use our Senators today to accom-
plish Your will on Earth. Help them to 
remember that You desire to use them 
to speak and live for You, so that oth-
ers may find in them the way to You. 
Be their defender and the keeper of 
body and soul all the days of their 
lives. Imbue their minds with Your vi-
sion of what is best for our Nation and 
world. 

We pray in Your faithful Name. 
Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Honorable TOM UDALL led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. INOUYE). 

The bill clerk read the following let-
ter. 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 
Washington, DC, June 7, 2012. 

To the Senate: 
Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 

of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable TOM UDALL, a Senator 

from the State of New Mexico, to perform 
the duties of the Chair. 

DANIEL K. INOUYE, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico thereupon 
assumed the chair as Acting President 
pro tempore. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

AGRICULTURE REFORM, FOOD, 
AND JOBS ACT OF 2012—MOTION 
TO PROCEED—Resumed 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I move to 
proceed to Calendar No. 415, S. 3240. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will report the motion. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 415, S. 

3240, a bill to reauthorize the agricultural 
programs through 2017, and for other pur-
poses. 

SCHEDULE 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, we are now 
on the motion to proceed to the farm 
bill. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator is correct. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, the time 
until 10:30 a.m. will be equally divided 
between the two leaders or their des-
ignees. At 10:30 a.m. there will be a clo-
ture vote on the motion to proceed to 
the farm bill. We hope we can reach 
agreements on the amendments today. 

The hour following the cloture vote 
will be equally divided, with the Re-
publicans controlling the first half and 
the majority controlling the final half. 

Mr. President, here we are again on 
these endless, wasted weeks because 
the Republicans are preventing us from 
going to legislation. We should have 
been legislating on this bill. This is a 
bipartisan bill. It is managed by two 
very good Senators. One is a Democrat, 

DEBBIE STABENOW, chairman of that 
committee, and PAT ROBERTS from 
Kansas, who in the past has been chair-
man of the committee and is ranking 
member of the committee today. They 
have come up with a very good bill. It 
saves the country $23 billion. It gets rid 
of a lot of wasted subsidies. It is a fine 
piece of legislation. 

We hear the hue and cry constantly 
from our Republican friends to do 
something about the debt. This bill 
does it. It saves the country $23 billion. 
We are going to have a cloture vote on 
the ability for us to proceed to the bill, 
and on the ability for us to start legis-
lating. 

I don’t need to give a lecture to the 
Presiding Officer about how vexatious 
this is, that we have to do this every 
time. The Presiding Officer wanted to 
do something to change this process at 
the beginning of this Congress. I will 
bet, Mr. President, if we maintain our 
majority—and I feel quite confident we 
can do that and the President is re-
elected—there are going to be some 
changes. We can no longer go through 
this on every bill. There are filibusters 
on bills they agree with. It is a waste 
of time to prevent us from getting 
things done. So enough on that. It is 
such a terrible waste of our time. 

MEASURES PLACED ON THE CALENDAR—S. 3268 
AND S. 3269 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, there are 
two bills at the desk due for a second 
reading. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The leader is correct. The clerk 
will read the titles of the bills for the 
second time. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 3268) to amend title 49, United 

States Code, to provide rights for pilots, and 
other purposes. 

A bill (S. 3269) to provide that no United 
States assistance may be provided to Paki-
stan until Dr. Shakil Afridi is freed. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I would ob-
ject to any further proceedings with re-
spect to these bills, en bloc. 
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